FROM GREECE TO AMERICA Shortly thereafter,
Papanicolaou married Andromache Mavroyeni (Mary), who was from a famous military family. The young couple returned to Greece following the death of his mother. When the First Balkan War broke out in 1912, Papanicolaou returned to military service as a lieutenant in Greece's medical corps. However, he became interested in career opportunities in the United States (US) and decided to emigrate, arriving in New York on October 19, 1913 . This was a bold and momentous choice, given that neither husband nor wife spoke English and "the couple had, in cash, only slightly more than USD 250.00, the amount required to enter the US".
Arriving with little money and no arrangements for employment, both Papanicolaou and his wife were forced to take any job that they could get. Mary worked at a department store as a seamstress and Papanicolaou was a rug salesman at the same store, but he lasted only one day. He subsequently took other jobs: violin player in a restaurant and clerk at a Greek newspaper. It described physiological changes of the menstrual cycle and the influence of hormones and malignancy on vaginal cytology. Importantly, it showed that normal and abnormal smears taken from the vagina and cervix could be viewed under the microscope and be correctly classified. The simple procedure, now famously known as the Pap smear or test, quickly became the gold standard in screening for cervical cancer. As it cost little, was easy to perform and could be interpreted accurately, the Pap smear found widespread use and resulted in a significant decline in the incidence of cervical cancer.
Papanicolaou was not the first to show that cancerous cells could be identified under the microscope. That honour goes to British physician Walter Hayle Walshe, who referred to this phenomenon in a book on lung diseases one century before. Nor was Papanicolaou the first to study cervical cytopathology in women. In 1927, a Romanian physician by the name of Aurel Babeş used a platinum loop to collect cells from a woman's cervix to detect the presence of cancer. However, medical history has sided with Papanicolaou as the originator of the Pap test, as the two methods were viewed to be substantially different. Still, in George Papanicolaou (1883 -1962 
